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The Marine Mammal Center successfully reunites southern sea otter pup with its mother in Morro Bay 
with help from partners at California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
(SAUSALITO, Calif. – Feb. 5, 2019) – The Marine Mammal Center and its partners at California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) successfully reunited a dependent southern sea otter pup with 
its mother Monday in Morro Bay. The rescue and reunification effort highlights the importance of 
collaboration and the Center’s commitment to the continued recovery efforts for this sentinel species.  
 
“Southern sea otters are a threatened species, and the opportunity to release these females back to the 
wild is a big boost to the future health of this population and surrounding ecosystems,” says Dr. Shawn 
Johnson, Director of Veterinary Science at The Marine Mammal Center. “We are so grateful to our 
wonderful partners in Morro Bay for their quick assistance in making this rescue and reunification 
possible.” 
 
A member of the public first reported seeing a separated sea otter pup earlier in the day Monday and 
called the Center’s rescue hotline to report the animal. Trained rescuers from the Center, along with 
CDFW scientist Mike Harris, rescued the pup and boarded a Morro Bay Harbor Patrol boat in search of a 
response from otters in the area.  
  
The team of experts arrived at a known resting area for otters and played pre-recorded vocals of the 
pup over a Bluetooth speaker to try to catch the attention of its mom, in an attempt to see if she was in 
the area. Luckily, a female otter responded to the pup's vocals and Harris safely tossed the buoyant baby 
otter to its mother to prevent mom from being frightened away by boat noise.  
 
“The positive outcome of the reunion was made possible by good cooperation between our 
organizations,” said CDFW Senior Environmental Scientist Mike Harris. “A quick response, boat support 
and experience with sea otters all played a role in giving this newborn female pup a chance to survive in 
the wild.” 
 
The mother initially displayed skittish behavior, but then quickly cradled the pup and swam back to a 
group of otters. While tossing the baby otter might seem surprising at first, it’s actually the safest way to 
get the otter back to the mom without scaring the mom away. Sea otter pups are incredibly buoyant so 
won’t sink using this method.  
 
This reunification comes shortly after the Center and its partners at the Monterey Bay Aquarium 
released two southern sea otters back to the wild in Monterey Bay. Both female otters, Langly and 
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Sprout, spent months in rehabilitative care at the Center and were implanted with advanced tracking 
devices to help better understand and protect this sentinel species. The Center’s experts have been 
tracking the two otters since their release last Tuesday and note that both animals are displaying swim 
patterns consistent with foraging.  
 
Since 1995, the Center has responded to more than 350 stranded sea otters and has rehabilitated 23 sea 
otters. As many as 20,000 southern sea otters may have lived along the coasts of California and Baja 
California at one time, but that is no longer the case. For the last 40 years, southern sea otters have 
been listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act with the population estimated at 
just a few thousand. The current southern sea otter’s range extends from south of Half Moon Bay in the 
north to southeast of Point Conception in the south—only a small part of their historical range.  
   
ASSETS  
The video of Monday’s reunification is available for media use here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/49ewddmg21g4caq/AABTtsXHI2nfc70llJGCzAiCa?dl=0  
 
Video of Langly and Sprout’s release can be found here: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i3djqrdslpyrbf4/AAAA9wxpJfBTX-1mRZKsy-lda?dl=0  
 
HOW THE PUBLIC CAN HELP  
The Center is a nonprofit organization, so members of the public can make a real difference for 
threatened sea otters like these by supporting this work to rescue and rehabilitate these animals and 
restore their natural habitat. Visit MarineMammalCenter.org to find out how to help. If a marine 
mammal in distress is spotted on a beach, members of the public should call the Center’s 24- hour 
hotline at 415-289-SEAL (7325).  
 
ABOUT THE MARINE MAMMAL CENTER  
At the Marine Mammal Center, we are guided and inspired by a shared vision of a healthy ocean for 
marine mammals and humans alike. Our mission is to advance global ocean conservation through 
marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation, scientific research, and education. Since 1975, the Center has 
been headquartered in the Marin Headlands, Sausalito, Calif., within the Golden Gate National Parks and 
has rescued and treated more than 20,000 marine mammals. In 2014, the Center opened Ke Kai Ola, a 
hospital for the rehabilitation of the endangered Hawaiian monk seal, in Kailua-Kona, Hawai’i.  
 
Learn more at MarineMammalCenter.org. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
 

### 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/49ewddmg21g4caq/AABTtsXHI2nfc70llJGCzAiCa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/i3djqrdslpyrbf4/AAAA9wxpJfBTX-1mRZKsy-lda?dl=0
http://www.marinemammalcenter.org/
http://www.marinemammalcenter.org/
https://www.facebook.com/themarinemammalcenter/
https://twitter.com/TMMC
https://www.instagram.com/themarinemammalcenter/

