
 
 
A Statement In Response to Columbia River Basin Sea Lion Cull  
 
SAUSALITO, CA – August 17, 2020 – The Marine Mammal Center is deeply disappointed by the renewed 
permit authorizing the lethal removal of sea lions in the Columbia River basin as announced last week by 
the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife. Killing sea lions will not result in salmon recovery, nor will it 
result in the recovery of the steelhead trout population.  
 
The environmental and human-caused conditions that threaten the survival of these fish populations 
took generations to create. It will take many years and bold action by individuals and communities, 
informed public policy and the coordinated effort of many stakeholders to reverse this. Yet, year after 
year, officials fall back on an easy scapegoat instead: sea lions.  
 
The Marine Mammal Center is committed to addressing this issue by empowering the public to make 
choices to protect people, animals and the ecosystem. One of the key drivers of the salmon decline is 
environmentally-harmful dams of the Lower Snake River. While the use of carbon-free electricity is 
laudable, not all forms of renewable energy are environmentally-friendly in every context. With prices 
dropping significantly for solar and wind energy, it is possible to support the energy demands of the 
community with renewable energy sources, a plan with more long-lasting impact than culling, while 
eliminating the dams and returning the Snake River to the prolific salmon habitat of its past. Such a plan 
would require significant coordination and effort on the part of many stakeholder groups, yet would 
yield results that would offer true remedies for decades to come. The Marine Mammal Center supports 
individuals and communities in finding climate solutions that work for both people and the 
environment. The Center provides innovative educational programs that address these topics and its 
experts serve in leadership roles and participate in community-supported collaboratives around the 
country such as the National Network for Ocean and Climate Change Interpretation and the North 
American Association for Environmental Education. Visit MarineMammalCenter.org/HowYouCanHelp to 
see what actions you can take to switch to solar and wind energy in your community, and other climate-
friendly behaviors that can protect people, animals and ecosystems for generations to come.  
 
Protecting endangered species, including fish populations, is critical to healthy ecosystems, but the use 
of lethal force to prevent sea lions from preying on fish populations – their very natural behavior – is not 
an effective long-term conservation tactic. The Marine Mammal Center strongly disagrees with and 
opposes the use of lethal force to prevent California and Steller sea lions from preying on fish 
populations.  
 
Despite overwhelming public opposition against this plan, not only was the federal permit renewed, but 
greatly expanded. The new policy inflates not only the numbers of the sea lions that can be killed, but is 
now indiscriminate to both California sea lions and Steller sea lions, the local population only recently 
de-listed from the Endangered Species List. Compared to previous years where specific animals had 
been identified as key disruptors to salmon mortality, this new policy allows for the killing of any sea lion 



within nearly 200 miles of the salmon, regardless of the time of year and without any justification 
beyond their simple existence.  
 
The policies and decisions made over many years have led us to an imbalance in the ecosystem. The 
solution to this imbalance is not killing sea lions, but focusing on long-term solutions that address the 
contributing factors to the decline in fish populations, including habitat impacts from dam construction, 
commercial and recreational fishing practices, climate change and consumer demand and choice.  
 
Read more about this policy in the official Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife press release: 
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2020/08_Aug/081420.asp.  
 
About The Marine Mammal Center  
Headquartered on the site of a former Cold War missile base, The Marine Mammal Center is a global 
leader in marine mammal health, science and conservation, and is the largest marine mammal hospital 
in the world. The Center’s teaching hospital and training programs operate globally, with its 
headquarters in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area, part of the National Park Service. Expert 
teams from the Center travel around the world to work with emerging first responders and has itself 
rescued more than 23,000 marine mammals from 600 miles of its authorized rescue area of California 
coastline and the Big Island of Hawai‘i. The Center’s mission is to advance global ocean conservation 
through marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation, scientific research, and education.  
 
For more information, please visit MarineMammalCenter.org. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. 
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