THE MARINE MAMMAL CENTER
PRESS ADVISORY

Contact: The Marine Mammal Center: Giancarlo Rulli (415) 754-4012 // Media@tmmc.org

Scientists respond to dead gray whale in San Francisco Bay as species faces population recovery
challenges

The dead whale response marks the 21 dead gray whale in the Bay Area this year, the most since 2000

(SAUSALITO, Calif. — July 17, 2025) Scientists at The Marine Mammal Center and partners at the
California Academy of Sciences can confirm a dead gray whale that washed up in Richmond died as a
result of blunt force trauma due to a suspected vessel strike. The news comes as partners at the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) released a revised population estimate showing

continued decline in eastern north Pacific gray whale numbers, some 13,000 individuals, the lowest since
the 1970’s.

The Center first received reports of a dead whale floating underneath the Richmond Long Wharf adjacent
to the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge on Monday afternoon, July 7. A responder from the Center confirmed
the presence of the subadult female gray whale in good body condition. On Thursday, July 10, the whale
was successfully towed to Angel Island State Park by a private towing service for a necropsy or animal
autopsy.

In a necropsy, or animal autopsy, conducted Friday morning, July 11, a team of 10 scientists identified the
whale as a 37-foot whale in average body condition based on the fat stores and blubber layer. The main
finding was hemorrhaging on the animal’s left lateral side between the head and pectoral fin, concentrated
near the skull, consistent with blunt force trauma due to a suspected vessel strike. In addition, experts at
the Center collected stomach contents for further analysis.

“This latest gray whale caught everyone a bit by surprise given how late in the season it is and the fact
that we had not sighted the species in the bay in nearly two weeks,” says Kathi George, Director of
Cetacean Conservation Biology at The Marine Mammal Center. “With the bay and our immediate coast
serving as a shared space for commerce and increasing whale activity, including humpback whales, it’s
vital that all boaters, from large commercial vessels to sailboats, be whale aware. If you see a blow, go
slow.”

The recent population assessment news from NOAA shows gray whales are a sentinel species known for
their behavioral adaptability struggling to recover from the recent 2019-2023 Unusual Mortality Event
(UME) due to impacts of food resource availability shifts in the arctic because of climate change. In
addition, NOAA reports in a recent web story a concerning statistic that “only about 85 gray whale calves
migrated past Central California on their way to feeding grounds in the Arctic earlier this year.”

That figure according to NOAA is the lowest number since records began in 1994 and the continued low
calf numbers since the start of the UME in 2019 indicates that reproduction rates have remained too low
for the population to rebound.
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The Center’s Cetacean Conservation Biology Team has reported an unusually high number of sightings in
the San Francisco Bay this year, with more than 35 individual gray whales confirmed via photo
identification. By comparison, only six gray whales were sighted in the bay in 2024.

“While San Francisco Bay serves as a small puzzle piece in their lengthy annual migration, research
documenting individual animals via photo ID, shifts in foraging behavior, length of stay, and necropsy
findings, are vital to paint a bigger picture on how this species is adjusting to a rapidly changing
environment,” says George. “Gray whales do not recognize international borders and so the need for
continued funding and sharing of collected data is vital to document what is happening to them in real
time and to develop effective solutions to help address the situation.”

Historical stranding data, of the Center’s and the Academy’s whale responses from this year across our
600-mile California response range, can be found here.

If you do see a whale in the bay or surrounding area, you can report the sighting and enter observations
into the free Whale Alert app on your smartphone or to the Center’s website.

To report a dead, injured, or stranded marine mammal in the San Francisco Bay Area, please contact one
of two hotlines:

e For dead marine mammals, contact California Academy of Sciences: (415) 379 - 5381
e For live marine mammals, contact The Marine Mammal Center: (415) 289 - SEAL (7325)

All marine mammal stranding activities were conducted under authorization by the National Marine
Fisheries Service through a Stranding Agreement issued to the California Academy of Sciences (SA-
WCR-2023-016) and MMPA/ESA Permit No. 24359.
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ABOUT THE MARINE MAMMAL CENTER:

The Marine Mammal Center is a global leader in marine mammal health, science and conservation, and is
the largest marine mammal hospital in the world. As a leading contributor to the global body of research
and knowledge about marine mammal medicine and ocean health, the Center generates research findings
and scientific outputs at volumes comparable to top academic institutions and prides itself on gathering
and providing open research data that is free to access, reuse, repurpose and redistribute. The Center’s
teaching hospital and training programs operate globally with headquarters in Sausalito, California. The
Center has rescued more than 26,000 marine mammals from 600 miles of authorized rescue area along
the California coastline and Hawai‘i Island. The Center’s mission is to advance ocean health through
marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation, research, and education.

For more information, please visit MarineMammalCenter.org. Follow us

on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
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About the California Academy of Sciences

The California Academy of Sciences is a renowned scientific and educational institution with a mission to
regenerate the natural world through science, learning, and collaboration. Based in San Francisco’s
Golden Gate Park, it is home to a world-class aquarium, planetarium, and natural history museum, as well
as innovative programs in scientific research and environmental education—all under one living roof.
Museum hours are 9:30 am — 5:00 pm Monday — Saturday, and 11:00 am — 5:00 pm on Sunday.
Admission includes all exhibits, programs, and shows. For daily ticket prices, please visit calacademy.org
or call (415) 379-8000 for more information.
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